
 

Hike Route Card 
Peak District: Alport Castle & Tower Circular 

 
 
Fast Route Facts 
Length: 8.9 miles 
Elevation: 264m 
Time: 4.15 Hours (without breaks) 
Start/Finish: Bridge End Car Park 
Route Type: Footpath 
Parking Costs: £3 all day 

 
Directions https://goo.gl/maps/mkm5RRL2j73F8rBRA 

 

 

 

 

https://goo.gl/maps/mkm5RRL2j73F8rBRA


 

Route Description 

Alport Castles is one of the geological and scenic highlights of the Peak District National 
Park. Alport Castles is said to be the largest landslip in Britain, but it is rarely visited because 
of its remoteness. 
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shale and caused it to slip away. Frost and ice during the Ice Age would have accelerated 
this process. Glacial erosion could have also over-steepened the side of the valley, causing it 
to slip away as the glacier melted. With a little imagination, they can resemble castles �t 
hence the name. 

In recent years Alport Castles have become the regular nesting site for peregrine falcons. 
These dashing raptors, revel in the peace and solitude here, so you might be lucky enough 
to spot one soaring beneath the crags. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Leg 1  

Start/Finish Elevation: 761ft/1304ft 
Time: 54 minutes 
Distance: 1.5 miles 
 

1. From the car park you will see a stoned path in the lefthand corner (with your back 
to the reservoir). Take this path up a steady incline, 

2. Continue the steady incline up through the woods until you reach two wooden 
gates, one on the left and one on the right and a metal gate in between the two 
wooden gates. Walk through the wooden gate on the right and continue forward, 

3. You will reach a folk in the path once you walk through a wooden gate, bear left, 
4. You will then reach a 4 way junction with a wooden sign post. Take the stairs which 

is the only path that does not have a wooden arrow from the signpost, 
5. At the top of the stairs, you will see a stoned road, turn right, after about 8 steps 

take the grass track on your left, continue forward up a steady incline and you will 



 

see wooden ladders taking you over a wall. Go up these ladders and proceed over 
the wall. 

 
 

Leg 2 

Start/Finish Elevation: 1304ft/1663ft 
Time: 1.35 minutes 
Distance: 3.34 mi 
 

1. Once you are at the other side of the wall, walk through the field and through 
another wooden gate. Continue forward on the path. This stretch is long but has 
beautiful 360 views, 

2. Continue forward until you see the tower and the landslide on your left. You can also 
see the edge of Kinder Scout in the distance behind the landslide, 

3. Walk along the land slide until you get to a pile of stones which used to be part of a 
wall. Here you will see the path turning right. Take this path.    
 



 

 
 
 

 

 

Leg 3 

Start/Finish Elevation: 1663t/1091ft 
Time: 2 hours 2 mins 
Distance: 4.75 miles 

1. Continue forward going down a steady decline which will become steeper. You will 
reach some woods and then level ground, here you will see two paths on your left, 
ignore these paths and continue forward, 



 

2. Walk along the road beside Ladybower reservoir, this is a long leg but you will finally 
reach Derwent Dam which has an information centre, toilets and a takeaway café. 

 
Leg 4 

Start/Finish Elevation: 1091ft/742ft 
Time: 24 minutes 
Distance: 0.9 mi 

1. After the information centre and café, get back onto the road, walking forward for 
another mile along Ladybower. After about 25 minutes you will be back at the car 
park. 



 

 

 
 

 
 

I hope you enjoy this route! Please leave a comment on how you found it and how we could 
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